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Commissions of enquiry begin to be fashion-
able : one has lately been appointed to examine
the monopoly of sugars. The people of Hamburg
offered to supply the same articles at less than

half price.

Another to examine the cloth manufactory.

Another the wood monopoly, which is to be
reduced to half its present price (independent of
the suppression of the company, by which it is
furnished). But how ? By what means ? The
change is assuredly one of the most urgent, and
the most profitable that could be made for the
country; but the abolition of all these monopolies,
sugar excepted, which is granted to an individual,1
supposes the destruction of the Maritime Company,
that strange firm, which has promised the proprie-
tors a dividend of ten per cent., be circumstances

i SpEttgerber and Co., who had not only the monopoly
of a! the refining-houses, but also a foundry for muskets,
small arms, sword-blades, &c. &c., a manufactory for hard-
ware, cutlery, &c. &c., and another for bravery; all
monopolies tiaat have existed for many years, and all
granted by Frederick II,, the King who is so emphatically,
and so falsely, held up as tne mirror of wisdom, and the
demi-god to whom future ages are to erect statues, build
temples, bum incense, fall down and adore.